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This is part three of three special issues of the Jour-
nal of Fluorescence which comprise papers issuing from
both plenary lectures and posters from the above 4-day
conference. The conference was the third in a series; the
previous one took place in Graz, Austria, October 14—
17, 1991, and its plenary lectures were published by
Springer-Verlag as a book edited by Professor Otto S.
Wolfbeis.

Applied fluorescence spectroscopy is a highly in-
terdisciplinary area of research. In recent years there has
been a migration of the concepts and phenomena of flu-
orescence, to the use of these concepts in analytical
chemistry, in biotechnology, and in the study of biolog-
ical molecules. One of the main objectives of these con-
ferences has been to provide a forum for people from
the diverse fields of physics, chemistry, biology, bio-
chemistry, ecology, geology, biomedical sciences, and
clinical medicine to interchange ideas and to present the
results of their research.

Because of the immense progress in spectroscopy
and supporting technologies, the conference was orga-
nized with time devoted to review the state of the art of
fluorescence techniques. This was achieved by plenary
lectures. Selection of these accomplished scientists for

plenary lectures resulted in a large number of partici-
pants, many more than expected. The poster sessions
were devoted to the detailed presentation of the results
of current research on the phenomena or applications of
fluorescence. The conference contained 127 posters by
more than 200 participants from 21 countries.

During the conference we learned that many of the
presented posters or lectures contained new results, not
presented elsewhere in the scientific literature. These
papers will appear as a separate book volume published
by Plenum Publishing. Those papers that present sum-
maries or overviews will appear in the Journal of Flu-
orescence without peer review.

The next meeting in this series will occur in Cam-
bridge, in October 1995, hosted by Professor James N.
Miller from the Loughborough University of Technol-
ogy.
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